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wedding anniversary. My wife, Janet,
and I look forward to the day we can
celebrate a similar milestone. The
Wrights’ commitment to the principles
and values of their marriage deserves
to be saluted and recognized.

f

RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to extend appreciation to
Arsalan Iftikhar for his service as an
intern in my office during the Spring of
1998. Arsalan set the highest standard
of excellence on a project undertaken
by my Operations Team.

Since I was elected in 1994, my staff
and I have made an oath of service,
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to quality service.
America’s future will be determined by
the character and productivity of our
people. In this respect, we seek to lead
by our example. We strive to lead with
humility and honesty, and to work
with energy and spirit. Our standard of
productivity is accuracy, courtesy, ef-
ficiency, integrity, validity, and time-
liness.

Arsalan has not only achieved this
standard, he set a new standard on the
project he was given. He exemplified a
competitive level of work while main-
taining a cooperative spirit. His per-
formance truly was inspiring to my en-
tire office. It is with much appreciation
that I recognize Arsalan’s contribution
to me and my staff in our effort to ful-
fill our office pledge and to serve all
people by whose consent we govern.
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RECOGNITION OF ACHIEVEMENT

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to extend appreciation to Heath-
er Oellermann for her service as an in-
tern in my office during the Spring of
1998. Heather set the highest standard
of excellence on a project undertaken
by my Operations Team.

Since I was elected in 1994, my staff
and I have made an oath of service,
commitment, and dedication. We dedi-
cate ourselves to quality service.
America’s future will be determined by
the character and productivity of our
people. In this respect, we seek to lead
by our example. We strive to lead with
humility and honesty, and to work
with energy and spirit. Our standard of
productivity is accuracy, courtesy, ef-
ficiency, integrity, validity, and time-
liness.

Heather has not only achieved this
standard, she set a new standard on the
project she was given. She exemplified
a competitive level of work while
maintaining a cooperative spirit. Her
performance truly was inspiring to my
entire office. It is with much apprecia-
tion that I recognize Heather’s con-
tribution to me and my staff in our ef-
fort to fulfill our office pledge and to
serve all people by whose consent we
govern.

COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK
GRANT LEGISLATION

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
thank Senator COATS, the Chairman of
the Labor Committee’s Subcommittee
on Children and Families, for the ex-
cellent work he has done in drafting
legislation to reauthorize the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant, which re-
cently passed in the Senate. The CSBG
program is intended to fight poverty
and alleviate its effects on people and
their communities. Through these
block grants, federal money is given to
the states and local communities to
create programs that help low-income
people secure employment, get an ade-
quate education, make better use of
their available income, obtain and
maintain adequate housing, and ulti-
mately achieve self-sufficiency.

These block grants free states and
local communities of federal red tape
and give them the flexibility they de-
sire to initiate programs that meet the
needs of people who need help. As a
former governor, I learned that state
and local governments are far more ef-
fective in serving local communities
than Washington’s bureaucracy.

Further, Community Services Block
Grants provide opportunities for the
government to partner with the non-
governmental sector to provide a vari-
ety of services to the poor. I am grate-
ful that Senator COATS has led a bipar-
tisan effort to include within this reau-
thorization bill language that can ex-
pand the opportunities for charitable
and faith-based organizations to serve
their communities with CSBG funds.
The provisions included will help faith-
based organizations to maintain their
religious character and integrity when
providing social services with govern-
ment funds.

For years, America’s charities and
churches have been transforming shat-
tered lives by addressing the deeper
needs of people—by instilling hope and
values which help change behavior and
attitudes. As a matter of sound public
policy, we in Congress need to find
ways to allow these successful organi-
zations to unleash the cultural remedy
that our society so desperately needs.
Senator COATS’ legislation reauthoriz-
ing the Community Services Block
Grant will help to further this goal.

The language in this bill regarding
charitable and faith-based providers is
similar to my Charitable Choice provi-
sion contained in the welfare reform
law which we passed two years ago, but
it does contain some differences. For
non-governmental organizations wish-
ing to participate in both the Commu-
nity Service Block Grant and the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families
programs, the differences between the
two provisions may cause some confu-
sion and lead to additional administra-
tive burdens.

This situation demonstrates the need
to pass legislation that applies the
same Charitable Choice language to all
federally funded social service pro-

grams in which the government is au-
thorized to use nongovernmental orga-
nizations to provide services to bene-
ficiaries. Under my Charitable Choice
Expansion Act, which I introduced in
May of this year, uniform protections
and guidelines would apply to faith-
based entities using federal dollars to
provide housing, substance abuse pre-
vention and treatment, juvenile serv-
ices, seniors services, abstinence edu-
cation, and child welfare services, as
well as services under the Community
Development Block Grant, the Social
Services Block Grant, and of course,
the Community Services Block Grant.
One uniform Charitable Choice provi-
sion will certainly make it easier for
both the government and faith-based
organizations to work together more
efficiently to help our nation’s needy.

Again, I thank Senator COATS and all
the members of the Labor Committee,
as well as their staff, for their hard
work on this legislation, and I com-
mend them for their decision to in-
clude provisions that invite the greater
participation of charitable and faith-
based providers in the Community
Services Block Grant program. I hope
that we in the Senate will continue
working together to pursue legislative
proposals that encourage successful
non-governmental organizations to ex-
pand their life-transforming programs
to serve our nation’s poor and needy.
f

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION
AND SENATE RATIFICATION OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR
TEST-BAN TREATY
Mr. BIDEN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.
It is a truism that despite the end of

the Cold War, we live in a dangerous
world. The ultimate danger we face,
perhaps, is that nuclear weapons will
be obtained—or even used—by unstable
countries or terrorist groups.

We must undertake a range of activi-
ties to reduce that danger. There is no
magic bullet. No single program or ini-
tiative will rid the world of the threat
of nuclear cataclysm at the hands of a
new or unstable nuclear power.

Rather, we need a coherent strategy
with many elements—a strategy de-
signed to reduce both the supply of nu-
clear weapons technology to would-be
nuclear powers and the regional ten-
sions that fuel their demand for those
weapons.

I would like to spend a few minutes
today talking about one piece of that
strategy that this body can implement:
We can and should give our advice and
consent to ratification of the Com-
prehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty.
And we should do that promptly.

In her speech on the 35th anniversary
of John F. Kennedy’s American Univer-
sity speech, Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright called for U.S. ratifica-
tion of the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test-Ban Treaty. Noting the recent In-
dian and Pakistani nuclear tests, she
said that ratification was needed ‘‘now,
more than ever.’’
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